Study and
Activities

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Advent with Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. We are
using the great tradition of the Jesse Tree to guide us on the
journey through Advent this year. The Jesse tree is Jesus’ family
tree that is outlined in Matthew 1.
Please watch our introductory video with Helen Blier, Ph.D.,
Director of Continuing Education as PTS. This video details how
to use the curriculum and create a Jesse tree in your own home:

Over the next four weeks you are welcome to join us daily
through the written curriculum or one time per week via video and
the written curriculum, which is in your hands right now!
Weekly Devotion:
If you are doing this as a weekly activity, we recommend that you
start with day four for this week. The story of Abraham and Sarah
in Genesis 18 has an accompanying video that explores the story
in greater depth. You will find the weekly videos throughout the
curriculum weekly. If you are looking for all of the videos in
one easy location, they are on the last page of this
document.
Daily Devotion:
If you are doing daily devotions, the following pages provide daily
readings and activities. Before doing the devotions, we
recommend that you create a Jesse Tree as outlined in the
introduction video (see above). You may also want to print one
copy of the weekly ornament page for each person who will want
to color an ornament.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 1: Beginning
Day 1:
1. Listen
The story of Jesus, like the story of each of us, goes back to the
beginning - when God created the world and called everything
very good.
Read: Genesis 1 to hear the story of creation.
2. Reflect:
▪ I wonder what part of the story you like best?
▪ I wonder what part of the story you like least?
▪ I wonder what we could leave out from the story and still
have all the story we need?

3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the globe – to remind us of creation. Color
and cut out today’s ornament..
▪ Go for a walk - what does nature look like right now? Notice
the gardens, the yards, the open spaces.
4. Sing
O Come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things, far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show
And cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to Thee O Israel!

5. Pray
God of the whole world, we thank you for the stories of our faith.
Thank you for the beauty and wonder of creation. Today, help us
to appreciate the world around us.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 1: Beginning
Day 2:
1. Listen
The stories of Jesus’ family include people from the book of
Genesis. We start with Adam and Eve - the first human beings
named in scripture.
Read: Genesis 2:4-3:24 to learn about Adam and Eve.
2. Reflect:
Everyone makes mistakes, and we all have times when it is hard
to walk with God and do the right thing. But God wants us to be
together and wants to be with us. Do you have a story when this
happened to you? How did it feel?

3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the fruit tree – to remind us of the tree from
Adam and Eve’s story. Color and cut out today’s ornament..
▪ Go outside and look for see signs of life. Pick something that
will remind you of today’s story that you can bring inside to
keep with your Jesse Tree.
4. Sing
O Come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things, far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show
And cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to Thee O Israel!

5. Pray
God of history, thank you for the story of Adam and Eve. Thank
you that you include people like us in your family tree.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 1: Beginning
Day 3:
1. Listen
The story for day 3 is Noah, a good man who walked with God
and was part of the new start after the big flood.
Read: Genesis 6:9-9:17 to learn about Noah.
2. Reflect:
Everyone makes mistakes, and we all have times when it is hard
to walk with God and do the right thing. But God wants us to be
together and wants to be with us. Do you have a story when this
happened to you? How did it feel?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the rainbow – to remind us of the end of the
flood when Noah received God’s promise. Color and cut out
today’s ornament..
▪ Look at family photos – are there pictures of feasts and
celebrations? Share stories of times of celebration.
4. Sing
O Come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things, far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show
And cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to Thee O Israel!
5. Pray
God of promises and salvation, thank you for protecting Noah.
Help us to remember your love for us when things are scary, and
help us to celebrate your promises when things are good.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 1: Beginning
Day 4:
1. Listen and Watch our weekly video here.
Read: Genesis 18:1-15 to learn about Abraham and Sarah.
2. Reflect:
▪
I wonder what part of the story you like best?
▪
I wonder what part of the story you like least?
▪
I wonder what part of the story is about you?

3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the tent – to remind us of the strangers who
visited Abraham and Sarah near their tent. Color and cut out
today’s ornament..
▪ Watch the weekly video here.
4. Sing
O Come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things, far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show
And cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to Thee O Israel!
5. Pray
God of Abraham and Sarah, Thank you for the people who tell us
your promises. Show us how we can tell others of your love.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 1: Beginning
Day 5:
1. Listen
Jacob was the son of Isaac. Jacob had a big family, twelve sons
who each had a tribe. Those 12 tribes became Israel! Before he
had those sons, Jacob had a dream.
Read: Genesis 28.10-19 to learn about Jacob’s dream.
2. Reflect:
▪
I wonder what we could leave out from the story and still
have all the story we need?
▪
I wonder how Jacob felt in the story?
▪
I wonder what part of the story you like best?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the ladder – to remind us of Jacob’s dream.
Color and cut out today’s ornament..
▪ Look at family photos – Are there baby pictures? Pick a few
photos and listen to the stories about who is in the picture and
what was going on.
4. Sing
O Come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things, far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show
And cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to Thee O Israel!
5. Pray
God of dreams and waking, thank you for all the ways you bless
our families. Thank you for parents and children, brothers and
sisters, grandparents, aunts and uncles.

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 1: Beginning
Day 6:
1. Listen
Jacob’s sons didn’t always get along - they were very jealous of
the second youngest brother, Joseph. In many ways, they were
people like us who walked with God, made mistakes (sometimes
really big ones), and found their way back to each other and to
God.
Read: Genesis 37 & 50 to learn about Joseph and his brothers.
2. Reflect:
▪
I wonder what part of this story is about you?
▪
I wonder what how Joseph felt in these stories?
▪
I wonder how Joseph’s brother’s felt in these stories?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the coat – to remind us of Joseph’s coat
and his brothers. Color and cut out today’s ornament..
▪ Have a family competition – see who can create the most
colorful outfit. Talk about the gifts Joseph had been given and
the gifts you have been given.
4. Sing
O Come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things, far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show
And cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to Thee O Israel!
5. Pray
God of colors and blessings, thank you for all the gifts you give
us. Show us how to rejoice in the blessings you have given to
others instead of being jealous of them.

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 2: Being Brave
Day 1:
1. Listen
As the people of God grew in their relationship with God and with
each other, they went through hard times-and sometimes God
asked them to do things that required great bravery. God called
Moses to lead the people of Israel at the burning bush.
Read: Exodus 2:1-4:20 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪
I wonder how Moses felt in the story?
▪
I wonder what part of the story is about you or me?
▪
Tell a story when you had to be brave and you knew God
was with you.
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the burning bush. Cut and color the
ornament.
▪ Think of ways God is speaking to you today.
4. Sing
O Come, O Come, Thou Lord of Might.
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height,
In ancient times didst give the law
In cloud and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. Pray
God who calls us and helps us to listen; Thank you for today.
Thank you for continuing to be in relationship with us. Thank you
for calling us to be a part of your family tree.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 2: Being Brave
Day 2:
1. Listen
As God’s people learned to follow and trust God they were faced
with many challenges. One of them is the story of the Passover, a
part of the plagues that occurred as Moses led the people of
Israel out of Egypt.
Read: Exodus 12:1-42 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪
I wonder how Moses felt in the story?
▪
I wonder what part of the story is about you or me?
▪
Tell a story when you had to be brave and you knew God
was with you.
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the lamb. Cut and color the ornament.
▪ Look at your family album again. What is “home” for you or
your family?
4. Sing
O Come, O Come, Thou Lord of Might.
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height,
In ancient times didst give the law
In cloud and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. Pray
Dear God, Thank you for your faithfulness this day. Thank you
for the bravery to share your love with others. Thank you for
showing us how to love one another today and every day.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 2: Being Brave
Day 3:

1. Listen and watch our weekly video here that focuses on
Moses and the tablets.
Read: Exodus 19:1-20:20 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪
I wonder what part of the story you like best?
▪
I wonder what part of the story you like least?
▪
I wonder what we could leave out from the story and still
have all the story we need?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the tablets. Cut and color the ornament.
▪ Watch our weekly video here.
4. Sing
O Come, O Come, Thou Lord of Might.
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height,
In ancient times didst give the law
In cloud and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. Pray
God of bravery. Thank you for leading us as you led the people
of Israel, with love and justice. Thank you for the gift of writing
today and in ages past.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 2: Being Brave
Day 4:
1. Listen
As a generation passed, the people of Israel were ready to enter
the promised land. Joshua was the new leader of God’s people
and took them to the walls of Jericho.
Read: Joshua 5:13-6:27 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪
I wonder how Joshua felt in the story?
▪
I wonder what part of the story is about you or me?
▪
Tell a story when you had to be brave and you knew God
was with you.
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the ram’s horn. Cut and color the
ornament.
▪ Look at your family album again. Are there stories in your
family that involve someone having to leave home? What
was it like?
4. Sing
O Come, O Come, Thou Lord of Might.
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height,
In ancient times didst give the law
In cloud and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. Pray
God of the past and future. We ask for bravery today, like that of
our ancestors, to follow you wherever you lead us.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 2: Being Brave
Day 5:
1. Listen
As the people of God learned to become a community a number
of brave people came forward to help them, like Rahab. Rahab
trusted in God and found that God was faithful, even in the
hardest times.
Read: Joshua 2:1-21 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪
I wonder how Rahab felt in the story?
▪
I wonder what part of the story is about you or me?
▪
Tell a story when you had to be brave and you knew God
was with you.
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the red cord. Cut and color the ornament.
▪ Look at your family album again. Are there stories in your
family that involve someone having to leave home? What
was it like?
4. Sing
O Come, O Come, Thou Lord of Might.
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height,
In ancient times didst give the law
In cloud and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. Pray
God of all people. We thank you that nothing can separate us
from your love. Thank you for bravery, like that of Rahab, that
inspires us to work daily for the goodness of others.

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 2: Being Brave
Day 6:
1. Listen
As the people of God learned to become a community a number
of brave people came forward to help them, like Gideon. Gideon
trusted in God and found that God was faithful, even in the
hardest times.
Read: Judges 6-8 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪
I wonder what part of the story you like best?
▪
I wonder what part of the story you like least?
▪
I wonder how Gideon felt in the story?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the clay water pitcher. Cut and color the
ornament.
▪ Look at your family album again. Are there stories in your
family that involve someone having to leave home? What
was it like?
4. Sing
O Come, O Come, Thou Lord of Might.
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height,
In ancient times didst give the law
In cloud and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. Pray
Dear God, thank you for community. Thank you for people and
places that help us to grow in faith, trust and love.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 3: Saying Yes to God
Day 1:
1. Listen and Watch our weekly video on Ruth here.
Ruth chose to leave everything and chose to follow God because
of love and loyalty. Because of her faithfulness the line of King
David’s Grandpa, Obed was born!
Read: Ruth to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪ Do you remember a time when you said yes to someone or
something and it was hard to keep your word?
▪ What helped you stay true to your word?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the sheaves of wheat. Cut and color the
ornament.
▪ Watch our weekly video here.
4. Sing
O Come, O Come Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel.
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear,
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. Pray
Dear God, thank you for family. Thank you for loyalty. Thank you
for these moments to learn and share.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 3: Saying Yes to God
Day 2:
1. Listen
As the people of God called the land of Israel home, God raised
up leaders in the community to help the people do what was
right, love what was good, and walk with God. David was called
to be king - even though he was a young boy and didn’t meet
people’s expectations of what a king was to be like!
Read: 2 Samuel 5:1-5 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪ Do you remember a time when you said yes to someone or
something and it was hard to keep your word?
▪ What helped you stay true to your word?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the crown. Cut and color the ornament.
▪ Look at your family album again. See if you can find a photo
that shows someone saying a big “Yes!” to something that is
big or challenging. Tell the story.
4. Sing
O Come, O Come Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel.
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear,
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel
5. Pray
Dear God, thank you for leaders. Please be with our leaders
today.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 3: Saying Yes to God
Day 3:
1. Listen:
David’s son Solomon came next, and he built the Temple that
gave the people a home for the Ark of the Covenant and a
special place to be with God.
Read: 1 Kings 5-6 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪ I wonder what part of the story you like best?
▪ I wonder what part of the story you like least?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the ark of the covenant. Cut and color the
ornament.
▪ Look at your family album again. See if you can find a photo
that shows someone saying a big “Yes!” to something that is
big or challenging. Tell the story.
4. Sing
O Come, O Come Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel.
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear,
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel
5. Pray
Dear God, thank you for churches and places to worship. We
pray for a time when it is safe for all to worship together in one
place again.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 3: Saying Yes to God
Day 4:
1. Listen:
Brave Esther helped to save her people by standing up to
injustice.
Read: Esther 4 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪ Do you remember a time when you said yes to someone or
something and it was hard to keep your word?
▪ What helped you stay true to your word?
▪ What do you think it means to do what is right, love what is
good, and walk with God?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the scepter. Cut and color the ornament.
▪ Look at your family album again. See if you can find a photo
that shows someone saying a big “Yes!” to something that is
big or challenging. Tell the story.
4. Sing
O Come, O Come Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel.
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear,
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel
5. Pray
Lord, give us the strength to stand up to injustice. Teach us to do
what is right today and every day.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 3: Saying Yes to God
Day 5:
1. Listen:
The people of God often forgot what it meant to do what is right,
love what is good, and walk with God. When that happened,
prophets like Isaiah and Micah were raised up to remind them of
their relationship with God and with each other.
Read: Isaiah 9:1-7 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪ I wonder what part of the story you like best?
▪ What do you think it means to do what is right, love what is
good, and walk with God?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the sun. Cut and color the ornament.
▪ There are organizations led by people who rise up to help
people who are suffering. Identify one of these organizations.
Learn about what they do on behalf of the people they serve
and see if you can help support their work.
4. Sing
O Come, O Come Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel.
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear,
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel
5. Pray:
Thank you God that nothing can separate us from your love.
Thank you for teachers and prophets who remind us of this today.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 3: Saying Yes to God
Day 6:
1. Listen:
The people of God often forgot what it meant to do what is right,
love what is good, and walk with God. When that happened,
prophets like Isaiah and Micah were raised up to remind them of
their relationship with God and with each other.
Read: Micah 5:1-5 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪ I wonder what part of the story you like best?
▪ What do you think it means to do what is right, love what is
good, and walk with God?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is Bethlehem. Cut and color the ornament.
▪ There are organizations led by people who rise up to help
people who are suffering. Identify one of these organizations.
Learn about what they do on behalf of the people they serve
and see if you can help support their work.
4. Sing
O Come, O Come Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel.
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear,
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel
5. Pray:
Thank you God, that you love us know matter what. Thank you
for always calling us back to you.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 4: Showing Welcome
Day 1:
1. Listen and watch our weekly video on Samuel here.
Read : 1 Samuel 3 and 1 Samuel 16:1-15 to learn more about
this story.
2. Reflect:
▪ I wonder what part of the story you like best?
▪ I wonder what part of the story you like least?
▪ I wonder what we could leave out from the story and still have
all the story we need?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the lamp. Cut and color the ornament.
▪ Watch our weekly video here.
4. Sing
O Come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine Advent here:
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. Pray:
Dear God, Thank you for lamps. Thank you for light. Thank you
that you are the light that shines in the darkness.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 4: Showing Welcome
Day 2:
1. Listen:
Today we turn to stories about the members of Jesus’ family who
helped to create a wonderful welcome for him! We have Jesus’
mother, Mary, who said yes to God and agreed to be his mother even though she was poor and not married.
Read: Luke 1:26-38 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪ I wonder what part of the story you like best?
▪ I wonder what part of the story you like least?
▪ I wonder what part of the story is about you?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the lily. Cut and color the ornament.
▪ Look at baby pictures. Do you have a picture of when you
came home for the first time? Who welcomed you? How did
they feel? What hopes did they have?
4. Sing
O Come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine Advent here:
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. Pray:
Dear God, Thank you for Mary. Thank you for faith. Thank you
that we can believe you even though we do not always
understand.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 4: Showing Welcome
Day 3:
1. Listen:
Christmas is very near! And this week, we turn to the stories that
lead right up to the time of Jesus’ birth. Jesus’ aunt and uncle,
Elizabeth and Zechariah, were John’s parents and joined in the
celebration of this baby’s arrival!
Read: Luke 1: 39-80 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪ I wonder what part of the story you like best?
▪ I wonder what part of the story you like least?
▪ I wonder how Elizabeth and Zechariah felt in the story?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the Mom, Dad and Baby. Cut and color the
ornament.
▪ Look at baby pictures. Do you have a picture of when you
came home for the first time? Who welcomed you? How did
they feel? What hopes did they have?
4. Sing
O Come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine Advent here:
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. Pray:
Dear God, Thank you for my family. Thank you for aunts, uncles,
cousins, grandparents, siblings, and parents.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 4: Showing Welcome
Day 4:
1. Listen:
Christmas is very near! Today we hear the story of Joseph, who
said yes to God and accepted the responsibility to raise this little
baby and love him.
Read: Matthew 1:18-25 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪ I wonder how Joseph felt in the story?
▪ Imagine Jesus is entering your home in a special way this
Christmas. What are some of the things you can do to get
ready?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the hammer. Cut and color the ornament.
▪ Look at baby pictures. Do you have a picture of when you
came home for the first time? Who welcomed you? How did
they feel? What hopes did they have?
4. Sing
O Come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine Advent here:
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. Pray:
Dear God, thank you for babies. Thank you for new life. Thank
you for families.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 4: Showing Welcome
Day 5:
1. Listen:
Christmas is very near! After the birth of Jesus, the shepherds
and wise men visited and brought gifts that said, “We see this
baby, we welcome him, and we know how special he is.”
Read: Luke 2: 8-20 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪ I wonder what part of the story you like best?
▪ I wonder what part of the story you like least?
▪ I wonder what we could leave out from the story and still have
all the story we need?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the sheep. Cut and color the ornament.
▪ Look at baby pictures. Do you have a picture of when you
came home for the first time? Who welcomed you? How did
they feel? What hopes did they have?
4. Sing
O Come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine Advent here:
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. Pray:
Dear God, Thank you for the shepherds who praised God outside
in the fields as they heard of the birth of Jesus. With the angels
we sing praise to you today.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
Week 4: Showing Welcome
Day 6:
1. Listen:
Christmas is very near! After the birth of Jesus, the shepherds
and wise men visited and brought gifts that said, “We see this
baby, we welcome him, and we know how special he is.”
Read: Matthew 2:1-12 to learn more about this story.
2. Reflect:
▪ I wonder how the wise men felt in the story?
▪ Imagine Jesus is entering your home in a special way this
Christmas. What are some of the things you can do to get
ready?
3. Do
▪ Today’s symbol is the star. Cut and color the ornament.
▪ Find an organization that supports poor mothers anticipating
the birth of a baby. See what they need most. Do something
as a family that helps these women welcome their babies the
way Jesus’ family and neighbors welcomed him.
4. Sing
O Come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine Advent here:
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. Pray:
Dear God, Thank you for the wise men. Thank you that they
followed the star to find the baby Jesus in spite of all the
obstacles they faced. Give us the same courage today.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
CONCLUSION
Merry Christmas!
Thank you for joining Pittsburgh Theological Seminary this
Advent Season. We are so thankful for each and every one of
you.
If you have any questions or comments regarding this study or
suggestions for other topics for curriculum please contact The
Rev. Erin Davenport, LSW ‘05 at edavenport@pts.edu
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The Jesse Tree: Study and Activity
VIDEO LINKS
Each week there is a video that corresponds with one day of the
Jesse tree lesson. You can find all of the videos here. They are
also embedded in the curriculum as you follow along daily.

Introduction Video with Helen Blier, Director of Continuing
Education at PTS:
Week 1 Video: Abraham, Sarah and the Tent. Corresponds with
Day 4 of Week 1.
Week 2 Video: Moses and the Tablets. Corresponds with Day 3
of Week 2.
Week 3 Video: Ruth and the Grain. Corresponds with Day 1 of
Week 3.
Week 4 Video: Samuel and the Lamps. Corresponds with Day 1
of Week 4.
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